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nibbed in within the twenty-four hours without preventing a fatal termi-
nation. Turpentine was given to three patients without success, ipe-
cacuanha, which was administered, apparently with great success, byDouchet in an epidemic of puerperal fever at the Hotel Dieu at the end
of the last century, was also resorted to in the first stage. It appeared,in some few cases, to produce slight amelioration for a few hours, but the
disease soon resumed its former intensity. In the only two cases that
were saved at the Hotel Dieu Annexe, the treatment consisted, at the
onset, in antiphlogistic measures, and, subsequently, in the use of mercury,internally and externally, and in the administration of the tincture of aco-
nitum ; at first one drachm, and afterwards two, in a four-ounce mixture
during the twenty-four hours.
SLOUGHING AND CANCER OF THE WOMB
By E. L. Dudley, M.D., Lexington, Ky.
Sloughing of the Womb after Parturition.— During the winter of 1837,
a physician brought his wife from Alabama, to consult Professor Dudley
upon the propriety of an operation which he wished to have performed
upon her. The vagina was completely closed. The history of the de-
fect was as follows. Some years previously she had given birth to a child,
and in the progress of parturition great violence had been done the internal
organs and vagina. So great was the injury that sloughing ensued, and
the husband stated that he recognized, in the slough, a portion of the
uterus and Fallopian tubes. The consequence was the entire occlusion
of the vagina, by adhesion of its opposing walls. Some years had pass-
ed since this catastrophe, and yet there was no evidence of the menstrual
secretion. This fact convinced Professor Dudley, together with the re-
presentations of the husband of the patient, that the uterus was destroyed,
and such being the case, he declined subjecting the lady to the pain of
an operation, without any prospect of beneficial results. If the uterus
had not been destroyed, the accumulation of the menstrual fluid would
have distended the lower portion of the abdomen, so as to present ap-
pearances of pregnancy. The vaginal adhesions would have yielded to
the pressure, until becoming thin enough to admit of division, she might
have been relieved.
Cancer of the Womb.—As a general remark, the local pains are of
the most excruciating character, in this disease. Frequent and danger-
ous hemorrhage occurs, and in the interval, the burning, bearing-down
sensation is almost insupportable. Professor Dudley treated a case which
offered remarkable exceptions to the usual symptoms of cancer uteri.
This patient did not complain, at any time, of the womb. The interrup-tion of her menses and the leucorrhœal discharge were supposed to result
from the disease in the chest, of which she seemed to be sinking. She
had pain in the side, diarrhoea, and hectic fever, and for weeks prior toher death expectorated large quantities of pus. A post-mortem inspec-
tion, however, proved the lungs to be perfectly healthy. The womb was
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completely destroyed, with the exception of a small portion which served
as a medium of union between the bladder and the rectum, between
which there was an ulcerated opening of considerable extent.
Andral mentions cases, and they have been observed by other patholo-
gists, in which the mucous membrane of the trachea and bronchi appear-
ed perfectly healthy, when during life the symptoms had been those ofphthisis or chronic pulmonary catarrh. Dr. Wilson Philip speaks of thedyspeptic phthisis. The singularity of the above case consists in the
fact that the lungs should have become the exclusive seat of complaint,
while the cancerous disease had committed such fearful depredations upon
the pelvic viscera, and in such an insidious manner as to have escaped
observation. The case hereafter recorded, represents the usual symp-
toms and progress of these diseases of the womb.Cancer of the Womb.—A black woman, aet. 35, belonging to General
D., of this vicinity, never recovered her health after the birth of her last
child, in the spring of 1841. She had occasional and irregular discharges
from the uterus for some months, and I was finally requested to visit her
in the fall. The discharges about this time became frequent—alternately
sanguineous and leucorrhœal. She suffered intensely with the return of
every menstrual period, and at this time the hemorrhage generally recur-
red. She was unable, on account of the continual burning pain in the
post pubic region, the progressive emaciation of her person, and the leu-
corrhœal discharge, which became constant during the winter, to engage
in any of the duties of the family. She passed the summer of 1842 in
unmitigated torture. The discharge from the womb was disgustingly of-
fensive, and during the month of August, when she evacuated her bowels,
the faeces passed per vaginam as freely as from their natural exit. About
the middle of October she was released from her sufferings, and I was
permitted to make a post-mortem examination. The uterus, rectum and
bladder were firmly united together, constituting a mass of indurated
matter as large as a half peck measure. Os tincae and the neck of the
womb were destroyed—the anterior face of the rectum, and the posterior
wall of the bladder, were extensively invaded by ulcerative absorption,
and these viscera communicated through the medium of the womb. The
coats of the bladder and intestine were half an inch in thickness, and
the body and fundus of the womb converted into a shapeless mass of
disease.— Western Lancet.
LETTER ON HOMOEOPATHY
From an old Physician here, to a young Physician there, in reply to a
communication from the latter recommending Hojuœopathy.
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal]
Dear Sir,—You was right in supposing " it possible," and you might
have added more than probable, that a letter from you, both now and at
all times, would be very acceptable. To be kindly remembered by old
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